
Most common punctuation/typographic signs 
Punctuation 

é è ê ë Accents, accented letters: acute, grave, circumflex; 

diaeresis/umlaut 

Accents, lettres accentuées : accent 

aigu, grave, circonflexe ; tréma (m.) 

’      ' Apostrophe  Apostrophe (f.) 

 

( ) 

[ ] 

{ } 

⟨ ⟩ 

Brackets: 

Round brackets, parentheses 

Square brackets 

Curly brackets, braces 

Angle brackets, chevrons 

 

Parenthèses (f.) 

Crochets (m.) 

Accolades (f.) 

Chevrons (m.) 

: Colon Deux-points (m.) 

, Comma Virgule (f.) 

 

‒  

 

– 

 

 

 

—  

Dashes: 

‒ Figure dash [to separate figures: phone number 

555‒0199] 

– En dash, N dash, Nut (the size of an n) [to express 

ranges, relationships, connections: June–July 1967, 

the Boston–Hartford route, mother–daughter 

relationships] 

— Em dash, M dash, Mutton (the size of an m) [to 

serve as colons or parentheses: The food—which was 

delicious—reminded me of home.] 

            Tirets 

Tiret numérique (m.) 

 

Tiret, demi-cadratin (m.) 

 

 

 

Tiret long, tiret cadratin (m.) 

…  Ellipsis Points de suspension (m.) 

! Exclamation mark Point d'exclamation (m.) 

. Full stop (GB) / Period (US) Point (m.) 

- Hyphen, Hyphen-minus Trait d'union (m.), signe moins (m.) 

? Question mark, Interrogation point, Query Point d'interrogation (m.) 

 

‹ ›    « » 

 

' '     " "  

‘ ’    “ ” 

Quotation marks, Quotes 

Guillemets (/ˈɡɪləmɛt/, or /ɡiːəˈmeɪ/), Angle quotes, 

    French quotation marks (single or double) 

Typewriter, straight, dumb or vertical quotes 

Book, curly, smart or curved quotes 

Guillemets (m.) 

Guillemets français  

       (simples/doubles) 

Guillemets dactylographiques 

Guillemets anglais  

; Semicolon Point-virgule (m.) 

/ Slash, stroke (GB) Barre oblique (f.) 

Typography 

& Ampersand Esperluette, esperluète, perluette, perluète (f.) 

* Asterisk Astérisque (m.) 

@ At sign, Commercial at Arobase (f.) 

\ Backslash, Back slant, Reverse slant Barre oblique inversée (f.), contre-oblique (f.) 

• Bullet Puce (f.) 

†    ‡ Dagger/Obelisk, Double dagger Obèle (m.), double obèle (m.) 

” Ditto mark Double prime (m.) [pour éviter de répéter] 

# Number sign, Hash sign, Pound sign Croisillon (m.), hashtag (m.), carré (Québec) 

% Percent Pour cent (m.) 

‰ Per mil(le), Permil(l)(e) Pour mille (m.) 

¶ Pilcrow, Paragraph mark Pied-de-mouche (m.) (fin de paragraphe) 

§ Section sign, Double s, Sectional symbol Paragraphe (m.)  (début de paragraphe) 

~ Tilde Tilde (f.) 

_ Underscore, Underline Tiret bas (m.), sous-tiret (m.) 
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